
 
 
 

Formative feedback 
 

 
Overall Comments 
 
This is carefully thought through Johnathan and you’ve handled the conceptual 
complexity quite well.  
 
Feedback on assignment  
Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Quality of Outcome, Demonstration of 
Creativity  
 
A well-researched and prepped assignment, with some good ideas in 
Development. The brief asks for a blog page and you’ve considered the display 
(viewing context) of the image in some depth, showing maturity in your thinking 
about your work.  
 
As a conceptual response I think it does succeed overall, partly because the 
images are strong enough in themselves while still deferring to the main idea. 
Your b&w works aesthetically for me, although you might mention your rationale 
(you reflect on b&w in depth in your course notes). In his ‘Philosophy of 
Photography’ Vilem Flusser regarded monochrome as more ‘theoretical’ (a step 
further removed from reality) than colour, which I’ve always found an interesting 
idea.  
 
In the final image it’s interesting how strongly you’re holding the ‘ephemeral 
image’ and how firmly fixed they are to the frame. You could analyse that, just for 
fun! 
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Demonstration of technical and Visual Skills, Demonstration of Creativity  
 
The assignment and a study visit is with the coursework at the moment and that’s 
a pretty long scroll. Looking good though. 
 

Research 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
Keep evidencing your own research tangents in your references and 
bibliographies, especially if some of the set reading is driving you to distraction.. 
 
Learning Log 
Context, reflective thinking, critical thinking, analysis   
 
The LL is shaping up nicely. You’re comfortable with writing and luckily you’re 
illustrating your posts as well, do keep up with the blog as a visual exploration.  
 
It’s always a good idea to check out reviews of shows to broaden your own 
perspective. Critics don’t always have that much of interest to say about new work 
but they can give you ideas. 
 
Make sure it’s clear which are the actual assignment notes. If there’s a lot of prep 
work for an assignment you might choose to put sub headings under the 
assignment tab for prep, assignment, evaluation and so on.  
 

Suggested reading/viewing  
Context  
 
I think it’s important how you approach the course reading, it needs to be taken 
lightly – not as truth but more as a way to uncover and articulate in language your 
own concerns, your ‘personal voice’.  There should be some pleasure in it as well, 
of course. It gets easier the more you do it. 
 
You might have seen the cover of Stephen Shore’s book ‘The Nature of 
Photographs’, which has some relationship to your work here (although I’m not 
recommending reading it necessarily).  
 

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 
 
This is narrative again but over a series of images. You need to strike the right 
balance again between thinking and visual exploration, I’m sure you’ll manage. 
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